
Reason 
for entry

Conditions for admission
Generally, required docs include: 

passport + proof of financial means  
+ no reason for expulsion

Applying from abroad
Find out about intergovernmental and  

special agreements
Applying in Germany

Residence titles after entry
Residence title corresponds to purpose  

of entry stated in visa

1. Undergra-
duate studies/

doctorate

3. To seek 
employment

4. Vocational 
training

·	School-leaving certificate/academic 	
	 degree
·	Where required, proof of admission to 
university
·	Proof of financial means

·	Job offer in Germany
·	Recognised or comparable university  
	 degree or vocational diploma figuring  
	 on the Positive List 

·	Recognised or comparable university  
	 degree
·	Proof of financial means

·	University degree
·	If applicable, hosting agreement with  
	 recognised research establishment

·	Spouse or parents with valid residence 	
	 title in Germany
·	German skills of spouse (does not 
apply to: spouses of Blue Card holders, 	
	 family members with an academic 	
	 qualification, spouses of residence 	
	 permit-holders under Sect.19-21  
	 of the Act on the Residence - AufenthG))

1. Undergra-
duate studies/

doctorate

3. To seek 
employment

4. Vocational 
training

Section 16 (1) Act on the Residence - 
AufenthG (residence permit for the purpose 
of studying)
Sect. 16 (1a) Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for the pur-
pose of applying for a course of study)

Section 18 Act on the Residence - AufenthG 
(residence permit for the purpose of taking 
up skilled employment)
Section 19 Act on the Residence - AufenthG 
(settlement permit for highly qualified for-
eigners)
Section 19a Residence Act (EU Blue Card)

Section 18c Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for the pur-
pose of seeking employment)

Section 17 Act on the Residence - AufenthG 
(residence permit for vocational training)

Section 17 Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for the 
purpose of basic and advanced industrial 
training)

6. Internship

Antragstellung
Aufenthaltstitel

Make appointment 
at German 
embassy

Apply for visa

Visa granted for  
1-3 month

Entry

Apply for  
residence permit

Make appointment 
with foreigners autho-
rity/Welcome Centre

2. To take up 
employment
e.g. EU Blue 

Card 2. To take up 
employment
e.g. EU Blue 

Card

The Pathway to Germany: Visa and entry procedure for immigrants 
from third countries subject to visa requirements

7. Research

8. Family  
reunification

9. Self- 
employment

6. Internship

·	Training place in Germany
·	Proof of financial means
· Approval of the Federal Employment  
	 Agency required

·	Internship in Germany
·	Enrollment at a foreign university
·	Where required approval of the Interna-
tional Placement Services (ZAV)

·	Written assessment notice finds that you 	
	 need to do a qualification course
·	Proof of participation in a qualification 	
	 course (theoretical or practical) or exa-
	 mination in Germany
·	Proof of financial means

5. Post-
qualification /

recognition 5. Post-
qualification /

recognition

Section 17a Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for recogni-
tion of foreign professional qualification)

·	General conditions: valid entry visa  
	 + passport + proof of financial means  
	 + no reason for expulsion
·	Fees differ depending on place + purpose 	
	 and duration of stay
·	Fees can be up to 260 euros

·	Ask for list of required 	
  documents  

·	May be refused if documents 	
	 are insufficient
·	Option: you can always  
	 apply again

·	Application form is free of charge
·	Fee: 75 euros in local currency
·	Processing time: differs from case to    
  case between a few days and several 
  weeks

  Self-employed:
·	Economic interest applies in Germany
·	Positive impact on German economy
·	Proof of financial means (capital or    
  bankloan)
  Freelancers (“Freiberufler”):
·�	Permit to exercise profession  
(e.g. training diploma)

·	Proof of capacity to finance project
·	Means to support yourself This graphic is a simplified illustration of the visa procedure. The steps shown are aimed exclusively at making the procedure 

for applying for visas and residence permits easier to understand. It does not illustrate such aspects as how to seek asylum 
or how to get a visa to attend a language course or take part in a school exchange (Section 16 (5) of the Act on the Resi-
dence - AufenthG). 

Illustration: Alichniewicz/Nintcheu
© „Make it in Germany“; Federal Ministry 
of Economics & Energy

Date: April 2019

People over 45: adequate old-age 
provision

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

·	Appointment is free
·�At some locations there are waiting times of 
several months due to the high demand

7.  Research

8. Family  
reunification

9. Self-
employment

Section 29 Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for the purpose 
of family reunification of foreigners)
Section 30 Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (subsequent immigration of 
spouses)
Section 32 Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (subsequent immigration  
of children)

Researchers in recognised research  
establishments: Section 20 Act on the 
Residence - AufenthG (residence permit for 
research purposes). 
All other scientists: see residence permit for 
the purpose of taking up skilled employment

Section 21 Act on the Residence -  
AufenthG (residence permit for the purpose 
of self-employment)

https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/ct/dam/download/documents/whitelist_ba015790.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/jobs/research/steps/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/kinds-of-visa/work/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/jobs/setting-up-a-business/types/self-employed-freelance/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/jobs/setting-up-a-business/types/self-employed-freelance/

